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Light &Easy

Organic finishes

and dramatic features play
up the Florida sunshine in
this vacation-home kitchen.
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When architect Steve Mouzon set out to design a
vacation home in Alys Beach, Florida, he realized
it was his opportunity to do something he'd alwavs
wanted: Creave a residence with thick walls and
substantial proportions that “would never be
mistaken for a clapboard cottage,”

Set in a community of whitewashed structures
inspired by those in Bermuda and Antigua, the
home's kitchen captures natural light from two
courtyards. “When the light comes in,” Mouzon
says, “it glances off those thick-walled butrresses
and then diffuses, making for more beaurifl light
within the room.”

The hefty construction allowed for classic
propartions, which Mouzon accentuated with arches
over the range and ot the intersection of the kitchen
and dining area. “This gives a lot more substance to
the rooms,” he says, “You're not showing nearly as
much love to a room with a squared-off Sheetrock
ceiling as vou are with a vaulted ceiling,™

Because the archivecture adoms the kitchen, Alvs
Beach architects Maricanne Khoury-Vogt and Erik
Vogr, along with interior designer Beth Dillard, kepe
findshes and furnishings to a minimum. “It was a
very conscious decision to keep the palette simple,”
Khoury-Vogt says,

Agrain, light was treated as an active element., It
bounces off the imperfections in the hand-scraped
red gum cabinets and aceent walls, Dillard cavs. And
it shows in the hand marks in the Venetian plaster.

“The plaster is steel-roweled, so it's slick with
a beautiful sheen,” Ehoury-Vogt s, “When it
captures the light, you can see the movement of the
hand that applicd the surface.™

The finishes, Dillard savs, create 2 vin and vang of
warm and cold. On the ¢ool side are the Dominican
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shell-stone  floor  tiles and  buffed  limestone
countertops. And the warmth comes from the
reclaimed red gum, which surprised Dillard when
the raw wood was delivered. “It looked like it could
be burned as trash,” she said. But when installers
scraped it by hand, the beauty emerged. A light coat
of wax protects the wood, making it easy to maintain.

Although there's no pantry, storage is ample.
“Wherever we had added depth in the walls, i
became an oppoTiUnity b capture space for storge
and niches,” Klwoury-Vogt says.

The island gathers essentinl functions in one
spot for family and friends. And the open floor plan
allows for casy flow and communication between
the kitchen and dining area. “1f you're in the kitchen,
you're not isolated,” Khoury-Vogt says. “You can
participate in the life of the house.™

The resulting kitchen is light, contemporary, and
easy to maintain, thanks to the underlying classic
proportions. “It didn’t need a lot,™ Khoury-Viogt says.
“Just wood, stone, and plaster. They work beautifully
together,”

RESCIIRCES BEGIN DM EAGE TIH

Laft: Layers of angles and arches aceent the moge hood, which i
finighed wirh the same Venetian plasver as the walls. “Thire ase rounded
plaster corners, $o there's Eude orim,” architees Marieanne Khoury-Vop:
sy, “The plaseer is what really defines the space.” Belowr: Caninets
recess inte deep mascnry walls, A small nlchie with a recessed window
{Buenimares a corner, Oppesive: A vaulted celling definea the dinlng space
berween the kkibches and lving area. The table asd Hght Sxvare introdisss
warying =agd finishes but stay within the basbe clements: wood, 10N,
asd plasrer,

“Everything about the room seems substantial.
It’s like a converted wine cellar from 500 years ago.”

Stove Mouzon
architert
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Vacation-
Friendly
Kitchen

Wisar makes a kicchen
work well when you're
on leisure time?

& A conter igkand, In
CONCrSt 1o A prmary
residence, where e
pereon grnerally does
thi cooking, a vacation
home ghes everyone

& hand |n e meals,
says Steve Mouzan,
wha buil this Alve
Beach, Florida; home
5 A pobeniks] ayers
E-rrm'.[t“::lmpnnant
o e an island
kitchen where overyons
can gather uncer wiarm

lights.”

= Easy makntenance,
An pmmple of casy-came
enaeerials im this home ks
th Dominicrn shell-stome
fAooring, which was
used for the cutdoor
courtyard as well as the
ety beed of the house.,
“Iv maloes it casy to
soaeep up sand and dog
headr” interior designer
Beth Dillasel gy,

& Viersatile starage. To
accommmodane varous
TACAIAOLTS, Sharage
should be ample and
flexible, archivect
Marieanne Khoury-
Wogr says. “Depending

thvir Teonagee, thaey'll hawe
diferent uses for ie™

« A ban on clutter.

A vacation kirchen

& not the place for
doodads, Dilkard says,
“T{ soemaehing is there,
it has a functicn.”

This simplicioy directs
micre atteniion 19 the
cutdoors, she says, and
[x ménimizes breakables
and dust carchers.
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